Pilot Certificates/Ratings

· Student Pilot Certificate: (Applied for with the simple medical exam with an FAA-designated local physician, before first solo flight. Not required before intro flight or initial flying lessons) Limited to supervised practice flying, student pilots may fly alone, may not carry passengers and are restricted from certain air traffic areas without additional training and instructor endorsement.

· Recreational Certificate: Allows pilots to carry one passenger during daytime hours within 50 miles of their home airport after about 30 hours of the minimum 40 hours of the Private pilot curriculum. Many regard it as a stepping stone to the full privileges of the Private pilot certificate.

· Private Pilot Certificate: Allows carrying passengers and the full range of standard pilot privileges. Holder may not fly for hire, although in the U.S. the pilot may share expenses with passengers, typically cutting the cost of flying to one-half or even one-quarter the cost of aircraft rental.


· Instrument Rating: Equips pilots with the exacting skills needed to fly in the clouds or under conditions of reduced visibility.  It is the most frequent "next step" taken by Private pilots seeking additional capabilities. 

· Multi-Engine Rating: Qualifies pilots to fly "twins," or airplanes with two (or more) engines. The “multi” is a necessity for pilots planning a career in aviation.

· Commercial Pilot Certificate: Allows pilots to do the many jobs performed by General Aviation, including forest fire and pipeline/powerline patrol, air ambulance/Medevac, plus more well-known functions such as flight instruction, banner towing, sightseeing/air tour and air express/cargo flying.


· Instructor Rating: Special training and FAA testing required to be a flight instructor to train new pilots. The “instructor route” is a traditional way to build the necessary experience and flight hours to qualify for a professional flying career.

· Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) Certificate: A necessary requirement for airline captains and first officers, and most top jobs in corporate aviation. If you are serious about a flying career, you’ll eventually earn an ATP.

· Other Certificates and Endorsements: You can also earn certificates, ratings or endorsements allowing you to fly seaplanes, gliders, helicopters, retractable gear (“complex”) aircraft, balloons or aircraft with tail wheel landing gear.

