Requirements for a Private Pilot Certificate

Age:  

One can begin training at any age, but you must be 16 years old in order to fly solo and 17 years old to hold a Private pilot certificate.

Hours:

The Federal Aviation Administration requires a minimum of 40 hours flying time, including at least 20 hours with an instructor and a minimum of 10 hours solo practice flying.  However, students often fly 50-70 hours before licensure.

Health:

Before soloing, students must take a medical exam administered by an FAA-approved local physician. Requirements:

· Vision must be at least 20/40 without glasses or contacts, or correctable to 20/40, and you must be able to see red and green; 

· You shouldn't have a nose or throat condition that would be aggravated by flying;

· You must have proper balance;

· You must be able to hear a whispered voice from three feet;

· You can't have any mental/neurological problems such as psychosis, alcoholism, epilepsy, unexplained loss of consciousness or any serious medical condition, although a waiver procedure allows those recovered from various conditions to fly.

Knowledge:

The prospective pilot takes a computerized FAA knowledge test (required score: at least 70 percent). To prepare, there are scheduled classes at the flight school; weekend-long “ground schools”; or home-study using DVDs, videos or computer-based training.  Some schools integrate computer-based training on-site with each flying lesson. 

Practical Flight Test: 

The new pilot takes a two-part “checkride” in the aircraft, administered by an FAA-approved examiner. Included:

· An oral quiz testing required knowledge and flight planning skills;

· A 1.5-hour flight test, where you will demonstrate your ability to use the skills and knowledge you have learned. 
