Turning The Tide For Ohio’s Black Marriages 

African American Healthy Marriage Initiative 
First Church of God Social Outreach Ministries Presents:  
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Marriage has historically been important to the Black Community. Right after slavery when black couples could get married and barely do more than just jump over a broom, they rushed to get married. In 1890, Blacks had the highest married rates in the country. Today we have the lowest. Something happened. If you just look at the rates, it would look like marriage is not important or isn’t a value that is upheld by the Black Community. The black community is in need of a legacy of strong healthy marriages. 

Studies show that while 35% of Americans between age 24 and 34 have never been married, that percentage increases to 54% for African Americans in the same age group. Additionally, married couples head 76% of our American families, while African American married couples head only 47.9% of American families. 

Between 1960 and 1995, the number of African American children living with two married parents dropped from 75% to 33%. At this moment 70% of African American births are to single mothers, as compared to 33% nationally. 

· The Governor's Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives (GOFBCI) of Ohio has been awarded a 5-year grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to encourage and support marriages and the formation of two-parent families in Ohio’s African-American community. This demonstration project is expected to end in Fall of 2011. 
· The benefits of healthy marriages and relationships on child well-being, poverty and a variety of other factors make it necessary to implement strategies that address the decline in marriages and promote the benefit of marriage in the state of Ohio.
· Activity will focus on implementation of the project in the cities of Akron, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, and Toledo. They include: 

      First Church of God Social Outreach Ministries- First Church of God- Toledo, Ohio 

      Revival Development Corporation- Trinity Baptist Church- Columbus, Ohio 

     City of Refuge For Everyone – C.O.R.E.- The House of the Lord- Akron, Ohio 

     Antioch Development Corporation- Antioch Baptist Church-Cleveland, Ohio 
      The Encampment Church-Tuwshiya Development Corporation- Cincinnatti, Ohio 
· Targeted cities were selected because they are large urban centers with high African-American populations, and have existing collaborative frameworks for social service delivery that will aid in the success of this project.
· Each Federal grant must be monitored and evaluated by a professional evaluator.  We have contracted with EPPC Global Management to collect data and provide our team with quarterly reports. 

· Each region will identify 3 other groups to become a host site for the regional trainings. The goal is to complete 20 couples per quarter for a total of 80 couples per year, per region. The other local churches involved with the project include: New Life Church of God In Christ, Friendship Baptist Church, Christian Community, Harvest Christian Center and Mt. Zion Baptist Church. We are also required to work with social service entities in the community as well. 
         Each region is responsible for facilitating Basic Training For Couples which was written by Dr. Rozario Slack and Nisa Muhammad.  Dr. Slack is Director of Urban Initiatives at First Things First in Chattanooga, TN.  Ms. Muhammad is the founder of Wedded Bliss Foundation, a national initiative to promote marriage in the Black community which sponsors Black Marriage Day.
Basic Training For Couples

Topics Include:

· Why Marriage?- Explore the real meaning of marriage. 
· From I to We: The Sweetness of Surrender- What does surrender really mean? 
· Communication: Getting Your Message Understood- How to really communicate. 
· Conflict Management- How to manage conflict that comes up in relationships.  
· Let’s Make Love- How do you really make love? 
· From Yours and Mine to Ours- Blended Families and In laws- Working Together
· Keeping the F.I.R.E. Burning- Learn what F.I.R.E. really means? 
· From This Day Forward Forever and For Keeps- Real Planning for a better future 
       Additional Information about the sessions:       
      The Session can be taught in several forms:                      
· One hour- eight week sessions, Two four week sessions, One full Saturday 
· Friday Evening 3 hour session and Saturday 5 hour session – 8 hours total 
Other advantages include: 

· DVD ‘s can be used, Exercises, Homework and Affirmations
· Facilitated in a group or one on one, Interactive 
· Male Friendly 

· Opportunities to become trained facilitators 
For More Information Contact Project Directors: 
Mike and Brenda Hailey

mikebrenda@keepit2gether.com 
Mike and Avis Files 

mikeavis@keepit2gether.com
(419) 255-00907 ext. 103 
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